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December 2017
From the
Worshipful Master

Douglas W. Jones
Greetings Brothers,
We have a busy Holiday Season coming forth. Two brothers
are ready to be raised as Master Masons! And by our December meeting the Cloth-a-Child
program will have been completed for 2017. Over 110 children were clothed this year Excellent Work Brothers!
We also have a special election
to elect Lodge Officers for 2017
at our December meeting - followed by officers installation.
Masons do make a difference!
Merry Christmas, Brothers!
I’ll see you in Lodge.
Yours in Brotherhood,

Douglas W. Jones
Stated Communication:
Tuesday, December 5, 2017
7:00 PM at the Lodge Hall
BBQ Rib dinner at the
LODGE
1421 S 2nd Ave., Safford
5:30 PM. Ladies are invited.

What is time…
From two months ago… I find that my
Perfect Ashler is within me, given
enough time and tools to polish it. And
from last month… when checking a
structure for uprightness, which plumb
line do you use?
Speaking of time… the Entered Apprentice measures his time by the 24
inch Gauge and the Fellowcraft learns
of the importance of geometry as a
means by which the astronomer may
measure time. And as a Master Mason
we learn of the journey of time from
the days of thy youth to that time when
dust shall return to the earth and the
spirit shall return unto God who gave
it. We have the Hour Glass, and the
scythe of Time and Father Time - we
refer to high twelve and low twelve and
many more references to time.

What is time anyway?
Let him who is wise enough answer. I cannot, you cannot, the
man of science and the man of God
are alike unable to reply to this
apparently simple question.
Time for the most part is the lapse
of a certain interval between two

moving hands on a dial. We measure time by the revolution of the
earth about its own axis, which we
call 24 hours. On some other
world, with some other speed of
revolution, and some other system
of counting, the measure of time
might and probably would be entirely different.
But time is still our greatest mystery. It is the commonest fact in our
lives, and the least understood. It
permeates our every thought,
breath, idea, action, development.
We are born, live, go to school, join
a lodge, study, marry, die by a
clock, which measures divisions of
a thing we don’t understand–time.
There is only one greater mystery–
the Infinite Mystery – the other side
of the Silent Door which stands
between us and eternity–God.
Time–our greatest finite mystery,
being all through the degrees, is
set there to remind us of our greatest infinite mystery–the Almighty.
…timeless excerpts from The Master
Mason, Volume IV, June 1927, by
Brother Carl H. Claudy

“Always do right. This will
gratify some people and
astonish the rest.”
~ Brother Samuel L. Clemens
AKA Mark Twain

Order of the Eastern Star
Arcadia Chapter #9, Safford, AZ
December 2017
We hope you had a Happy and Grateful Thanksgiving.
Recent Events: At our November meeting, Worthy Matron
Kerry honored our Chapter’s founding, 115 years ago. We
began the evening with a Soup Buffet Dinner…Yum! Many
members helped us reminisce about the early 1900s through
stories, articles of clothing, dishes, and jewelry that have been
passed down through their families and our visitors who have
family connections, from earlier years, with our Chapter. We
even did some singing – Animal Crackers in My Soup, and
Albuquerque Turkey. It was great fun, very interesting and
educational. We also celebrated our Friendship Night and
enjoyed having so many visitors.
Margaret Ratje was presented her 50 year pin. WM Kerry asked all members who have been
Stars for 50 years or more to stand. They included Sister Lyn Turney (56 years), Sister Joan
Wissinger (56 years), Sister Wilma Gibson-Jones (57 years), and Sister Shirley Cox (61) years).
Congratulations on a great achievement to these sisters.
The ESTARL scholarship paperwork has been completed and is ready to distribute. If you
know of someone who would be interested in the ESTARL scholarship, please contact our
Chapter’s Secretary, Sister Clara.
An affiliation ceremony was conducted for Doris Jne Krugen and Joan Wissinger. They are
now Plural Members of Arcadia Chapter #9. Welcome Sisters!
Our chapter has once again donated money to the Shriner’s Clothe –a- Child project. If you
would like to volunteer a couple hours to this project, please meet Master Doug and Brother
John at the Safford Walmart store this Saturday (December 2nd) about 7:50 a.m. Everything
needs to be set up and ready to go when the children arrive at 8:00 a.m. There will be 110
children who will receive a new set of clothes this year. A job well done, Brothers! Your
assistance would be greatly appreciated with this very worthy project.
Upcoming Events: For the December meeting WM Kerry says the theme is “An Oldfashioned Christmas”. Come dressed in Christmas colors. A tree will be set up in the lobby of
the Lodge and WM Kerry is asking that each member bring an ornament to trim the tree. She
said the ornament does not need to be of a special time period; but can be one that the member
enjoys and might be of interest to others. Members will take their ornaments home after the
meeting. Please stay for a special ceremony following the meeting.
Continued on the back side…

We will be honoring the office of Esther, so WM Kerry asked that everyone wear white.

There will also be a cookie exchange. Bring a dozen cookies to exchange. It would be nice if
there was a note or description of the cookies on the container that will be exchanged. You may
also bring extra cookies that will be donated to the Library Bake Sale two days after our
meeting for their fund-raising event. If you make cookies especially for this fund-raising event,
please wear plastic gloves because of food-handling restrictions when selling to the public. If
you would like to donate to the Library’s fund-raiser; but do not want to make cookies, please
see WM Kerry about making a monetary donation.
Just a note: There is a secret (sh-sh-sh-sh) and special refreshment being prepared for after the
meeting so, just come and enjoy. We will have a great time!
Stars Make A Difference: Sister Margaret, Brother John Ratje, and Sister Kerry will set up
the Masonic Families’ tree at the community Festival of Trees. This will be our third year to set
up a tree. The festival will be at the St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Safford and will open
on Saturday, December 2nd and close on December 8th. Be sure to stop by and see all the
beautiful trees. A donation of a non-perishable food item will be greatly appreciated and will be
given to the local food pantry.
Circle of Concern: Many of our members are dealing with medical issues, so please continue
to keep them in your thoughts and prayers. Cards are always appreciated. Also, if you talk
with members who may need extra help and support, please let other members know so that we
can all help where needed.

We hope to see you at the meeting on Tuesday, December 12th
beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Have a Merry and
Blessed Christmas
and a
Happy New Year!

